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Korean People's Army — Nuclear Weapons and Ballistic Missiles

U.S.ARMY

(U) This infographic provides an overview of the Korean People’s Army — Nuclear Weapons and Ballistic Missiles. North Korea has sought to become a nuclear power for decades.
Its nuclear program started in the 1950s, but its significant progress occurred after it withdrew from the Treaty on the Nonproliferation of Nuclear Weapons in 2002. The country conducted

its first underground nuclear test in 2006 and discloses very few details about its nuclear weapons.

KOREA'S BALLISTIC MISSILES

North Korea's ballistic missile pro- S N\
gram is a rapidly developing threat \
to global security. Since Kim 2

Jong-un assumed power in 2011, N <
North Korea's missile testing has “"--x_. e
included new and longer-range e, S
missiles, increased use of sol-

id propellent, and the orbiting of

satellites. Notable advances have

included flight tests of two inter i
continental ballistic missiles, the
Hwasong-14 and Hwasong-15,
which can likely reach the conti-
nental United States. Pyongyang
displayed an even larger ICBM in
2020 but has not yet tested it.
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KN-15 (PUKGUKSONG-2) | 1.200KM
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KN-18 (SCUD MARV) | 450+KM
PUKGUKSONG-4* | UNKNOWN
PUKGUKSONG-5* | UNKNOWN
NODONG (HWASONG-7) | 1.500KM

SCUD VARIANTS | 300-1000KM
HWASONG-17 | UNKNOWN

PUKGUKSONG-3 | 1,900KM

KN-02 | 150KM
=

KN-24 | 300KM
KN-23 | 500KM
KN-25 | 500KM
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North Korea has relied on asymmetric capabilities and weapons of mass destruction as a
national security strategy due to the growing obsolescence of its conventional military
capabilities. Pyongyang has made significant investments in developing long-range ballistic
missiles and miniaturizing its nuclear weapons stockpile. These capabilities are used to deter
external threats to the Kim family regime by holding military forces and population centers at risk.
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Sources: North Korea Military Power (DIA) North Korea and weapons of mass destruction (Wikipedia) Missiles of North Korea (CSIS)

North Korea currently possesses an estimated 50 nuclear weapons and has the
capacity to produce six to seven new nuclear weapons annually. Additionally, the
country has amassed significant quantities of chemical and biological weapons.

Missile Name

BM-25 Musudan

Hwasong-12
Hwasong-14 (KN-20)
Hwasong-15 (KN-22)

Hwasong-5

Hwasong-6

Hwasong 7 (Nodong 1)
Hwasong-9

KN-02 (Toksa)

KN-18 (Scud MaRV)
KN-23

KN-24

KN-25

Pukguksong-1 (KN-11)
Pukguksong-2 (KN-15)
Pukguksong-3 (KN-26)

Class
IRBM
IRBM
ICBM
ICBM

SRBM

SRBM
MRBM
MRBM
SRBM
SRBM
SRBM
SRBM
SRBM
SLBM

MRBM
SLBM

Range
2,500 - 4,000 km
4,500 km
10,400 km

8,500 - 13,000 km

300 km

500 km

1,200 - 1,500 km
800 - 1,000 km
120 - 170 km
450+ km

450 km

410 km

380 km

1,200 km

1,200 - 2,000 km
1,900 km

Status
In Development
In Development
Operational

In Development
Operational

Operational
Operational
Operational
Operational

In Development
Unknown

In Development
Operational

In Development
Operational

Operational

Warhead Type
HE or nuclear
Nuclear or conventional
HE or nuclear

Unknown

HE, potential chemical, biological,

submunition payloads

HE, chemical, biological, nuclear

Unknown

Chemical, HE or submunition
HE, chemical, or submunition
Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown, likely HE
Unknown

Unknown

Unknown

IRBM - intermediate-range ballistic missile; ICBM - intercontinental ballistic missile; SRBM - short-range ballistic missile;
MRBM - medium-range ballistic missile; SLBM - submarine-launched ballistic missile; HE - High Explosive; km - kiloetre
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https://www.dia.mil/Portals/110/Documents/News/NKMP.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&ved=2ahUKEwilpJCLvsmGAxVE5ckDHRxeL20QFnoECBQQAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fen.wikipedia.org%2Fwiki%2FNorth_Korea_and_weapons_of_mass_destruction%23%3A%7E%3Atext%3DNorth%2520Korea%2520has%2520a%2520military%2Cof%2520chemical%2520and%2520biological%2520weapons.&usg=AOvVaw2DdUqZjNsEovwpc5cPdyqJ&opi=89978449
https://missilethreat.csis.org/country/dprk/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/musudan/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/hwasong-12/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/hwasong-14/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/hwasong-15-kn-22/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/hwasong-5/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/hwasong-6/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/no-dong/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/scud-er/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-02/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-18-marv-scud-variant/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-23/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-24/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-25/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-11/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/pukkuksong-2/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/pukguksong-3/
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Missile Name

BM-25 Musudan

Hwasong-12
Hwasong-14 (KN-20)

Hwasong-15 (KN-22)

Hwasong-5

Hwasong-6
Hwasong 7 (Nodong 1)

Hwasong-9

KN-02 (Toksa)

KN-09 (KN-SS-9)
KN-18 (Scud MaRV)
KN-23

KN-24

KN-25

Pukguksong-1 (KN-11)

Pukgquksong-2 (KN-15)
Pukquksong-3 (KN-26)

Class
IRBM
IRBM
ICBM

ICBM

SRBM

SRBM

MRBM

MRBM

SRBM

MLRS
SRBM
SRBM
SRBM
SRBM
SLBM
MRBM
SLBM

Range
2,500 - 4,000 km
4,500 km
10,400 km

8,500 - 13,000
km

300 km

500 km
1,200 - 1,500 km

800 - 1,000 km

120 - 170 km

200 km

450+ km

450 km

410 km

380 km

1,200 km

1,200 - 2,000 km
1,900 km

Status
In Development
In Development

Operational

In Development

Operational

Operational
Operational

Operational

Operational

In Development
In Development
Unknown

In Development
Operational

In Development
Operational

Operational

Warhead Type
HE or nuclear
Nuclear or conventional

HE or nuclear
Unknown

HE, potential chemical,
biological, submunition
payloads

HE, chemical, biological,
nuclear

Unknown

Chemical, HE or
submunition

HE, chemical, or
submunition

HE

Unknown

Unknown

Unknown
Unknown, likely HE
Unknown

Unknown

Unknown
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https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/musudan/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/hwasong-12/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/hwasong-14/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/hwasong-15-kn-22/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/hwasong-5/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/hwasong-6/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/no-dong/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/scud-er/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-02/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-09-kn-ss-x-9/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-18-marv-scud-variant/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-23/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-24/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-25/
https://missilethreat.csis.org/missile/kn-11/
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